OVOP and Lapsi (Choerospodias axillaries)

Lapsi is an underutilized fruit that found naturally in Nepal and particularly in Kathmandu valley and its surroundings. It is sour in taste but having full contents of Vitamin C. Different cuisine could be made from this fruits. At present, different types of Lapsi candy has been found in the markets and its demand is increasing in the markets. The tourists from different countries visiting Nepal have had also a nice taste of candy and they have appreciated its taste. This information has been given by different small candy retailers and the supermarkets.

Considering the market demand, consumer choice and the export potential factors, the program has included this fruit in OVOP program with an aim to develop the products establishing its own brand name in the long run for export promotion. The program has selected Bhaktapur district covering 12 potential villages for Lapsi production. The program has distributed 16594 lapsi saplings to the farmers in the village selected. 

The table below is a picture of progress made in OVOP Lapsi program in Bhaktapur district within the period of two years.

	ljj/0f
	FY 2063/64
	FY 2054/65
	Current 

Position
	Target Of 2065/66
	Remarks

	1. VDC selected (Nos.)
	12
	12
	12
	
	

	2. Sapling Distribution (Nos.)
	9600
	6994
	16594
	9000
	

	3. Area (Ha.)
	71
	58
	129
	
	

	4. Farmer Group Formed (Nos.)
	40
	40
	40
	
	

	5. Cooperatives Formed (Nos.)
	
	
	
	1
	

	6. Processing Unit  

   establishment (Nos.)
	
	
	
	1
	


Out of total saplings planted as shown above, 13000 plants are still surviving and some plants that planted two years ago has started to give the fruits also. The program has expected 2600 mt of fruits and 936 mt of pulps from 13000 plants after its maturity. With this expectation, the program has set a target of establishing a Processing Unit at program area coming in the coming FY 2065/66. 

